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"The 18th Wing is well aware of the
concerns raised by the local
community. However, our mission to
provide for the common defense of
Japan and to contribute to peace and
security in the region hinges on our
ability to accomplish vigorous, realistic
training in a variety of settings. This
includes hosting visiting aircraft and
enabling them to operate from Kadena.
As a forward staging base and a power
projection platform, this is a part of our
core mission and always has been.

On a daily basis, the 18th Wing makes
every effort possible to reduce the
impact of our operations on the local
community while still being able to
carry out our operational mission. For
example, in response to concerns about
early morning departures of F-15s,
Kadena has successfully executed
departures during normal flying hours
several times over the last year when in
the past, early morning departures
would have been required. We will
continue our efforts to avoid early
morning departures whenever
operationally possible and will
continue to explore ways to lessen the
impact of our operations on the local
community.”
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